


Our associations appreciate the opportunity to work with the agencies to ensure that CRA works for the
banking industry and the communities our member banks serve. Collectively our associations represent
virtually the full universe of CRA-subject banks, ranging from large money center banks, to midsize
regional banks, to smaller community banks and including community development financial institutions
(“CDFIs”) and minority depository institutions {(“MDIs”) of every size. Updating CRA to reflect the
evolution of the banking industry and to ensure that it fulfils its statutory purpose of benefitting low-
and moderate- income communities is of utmost importance to our memberships.

However, the proposal’s 90-day comment period is an inadequate amount of time for our members to
fully analyze, assess, and understand how the rule will affect their banks or the communities they
serve. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking is a lengthy 678 pages and, while its contents may be familiar
to agency staff, many of the metrics and benchmarks it introduces are novel to our member banks. It
takes a substantial investment of time to understand the mechanics of the proposed rule and to
formulate meaningful comments and specific recommendations. Having additional time to engage with
our members and conduct statistical analysis will ultimately result in comments that provide more
thoughtful feedback to the agencies.

Because it is necessary for us to educate our members about the proposed rule and collect information
from bankers nationwide, we urge the agencies to grant a 30-day extension of the comment period.
Granting an extension will lead to more substantive comments from banks and other stakeholders -
eventually leading to a more informed and more robust regulation.

The CRA is important — it matters both to banks and to the low- and moderate- income communities
they serve. As history has demonstrated, complex regulatory overhauls that are rushed tend to have
little staying power or require extensive amendments and/or interpretations. In the case of CRA, both
banks and communities would benefit from a modernized regulatory framework that stands the test of
time.

Thank you for considering our request for extension.
Sincerely,

American Bankers Association

Association of Military Banks of America

Bank Policy Institute

Community Development Bankers Association
Consumer Bankers Association

Housing Policy Council

Independent Community Bankers of America
Mortgage Bankers Association

National Association of Affordable Housing Lenders
National Bankers Association



Appendix

The American Bankers Association is the voice of the nation’s 523.3 trillion banking industry, which is
composed of small, regional and large banks that together employ more than 2 million people,
safeguard 519.2 trillion in deposits and extend 511 trillion in loans.

The Association of Military Banks of America is a trade association of banks located on and outside
military installations that provide financial products, services, and education to military members,
veterans, and their families.

The Bank Policy Institute is a nonpartisan public policy, research and advocacy group, representing the
nation’s leading banks and their customers. Our members include universal banks, regional banks and
the major foreign banks doing business in the United States. Collectively, they employ almost 2 million
Americans, make nearly half of the nation’s small business loans, and are an engine for financial
innovation and economic growth.

The Community Development Bankers Association is the voice and champion of community
development financial institution (CDFI) banks and thrifts. This certification, administered by the U.S.
Treasury Department’s CDFl Fund, indicates the bank has devoted at least 60% of its total lending,
services, and other activities to benefit low- and moderate-income communities. Our members are often
the only source of credit and financial services in these underserved communities. Our banks finance a
range of borrowers and projects. The credit they mobilize builds housing and supports small businesses,
creating a ripple effect that extends far beyond their direct customers. CDBA leads the growth and
development of this sector, building healthy institutions with the capacity to promote access to capital
and financial services in distressed and underserved communities.

The Consumer Bankers Association is the only national trade association focused exclusively on retail
banking. Established in 1919, the association is now a leading voice in the banking industry and
Washington, representing members who employ nearly two million Americans, extend roughly S3 trillion
in consumer loans, and provide 5270 billion in small business loans.

The Housing Policy Council is a trade association compromised of the nation’s leading mortgage lenders,
services, mortgage insurers, and title and data companies. HPC advocates for the mortgage and housing
finance interests of its members in legislative, regulatory, and judicial forums. Our interest is in the safety
and soundness of the housing finance system, the equitable and consistent regulatory treatment of all
market participants, and the promoting of lending practices that create sustainable home ownership
opportunities leading to long-term wealthy-building and community-building for families.

The Independent Community Bankers of America creates and promotes an environment where
community banks flourish. ICBA is dedicated exclusively to representing the interests of the community
banking industry and its membership through effective advocacy, best-in-class education, and high-
quality products and services. With nearly 50,000 locations nationwide, community banks constitute 99
percent of all banks, employ more than 700,000 Americans and are the only physical banking presence in
one in three U.S. counties. Holding more than 55.8 trillion in assets, over 54.8 trillion in deposits, and
more than 53.5 trillion in loans to consumers, small businesses and the agricultural community,
community banks channel local deposits into the Main Streets and neighborhoods they serve.






